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HIS COVENANTS
PART 3

“Gather my sainls together unto me; those that hate made a covenant with me by sacrifice. And the heav-
ens shall declare his rightcousness: for God 1s judgye himsclf."’—Ps. 50:5, 6.

who delight to do his will. 1lis beloved Son, al-
ways faithfully devoted to his Father, says: 1
delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is
within my heart. I have preached rightcousness in
the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my
lips, O Lord, thou knowest. I have not hid thy right-
cousness within my heart; I have deelared thy faith-
fulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy
lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congre-
gation.” (DI’s. 40:8-10) This Psalm expresses the
heart condition of these who are in the new covenant
.and who are diligent in proving their faithfulness to
God. It is entirely unrcasonablé”and unscriptural to
conclude that Jchovah would make a new covenant
with the Jews and then bring other nations in and
make them proselytes to the Jews) ¢ausing them tp

JEHO\'.\II writes his law into the heart of those

from this propheey as follows: ““And in nowise shall
they teach every one his fellow-citizen and every one
his brother, saying, Giet to know the Lord! because
all shall know me from the least unto the greatest ol
them.’” (Heh. 8:11, Roth,) This scripture, as here
rendered, definitely limits the application thercof to
those in the covenant and who are fellow citizens and
whose eitizenship is in heaven, We have now resehed’
the eud of the world, which means not merely the end
of a certain time, and which is often spoken of as ‘the
end of the age’, but the end of the operation of Sa-
tan’s organization by the sufteranee of Jehovah, and
henee the time when preparation is being made to
completely destroy Satan’s power and his organiza-
tion. The time feature is not the important thing,
but the wrecking of Satan’s organization is the im-
portant thing, beeause that has to do with the vindi-

becomie Jews ; and henee the coneldsion “should be en-Y feation of Jehovah’s name. At the present time the
v p

tirely put aside that natural Isracl Has anyjhing what-
soever to do with the new covenant. (Matthew 11:24)
The new covenant is made with Christ Jesus in be-
half of those who agree to do the will of God, and
“those who arc brought into that covenant, and whe
continue faithful, must have the law of God written
in their hearts and wmust from the heart declare the
righteousness of Jehovah; otherwise they could not
ba ‘the people of God taken out for his name’.

® The preceding issue of The Watchtower gave con-
sideration to the prophcey of Jeremiah coneerning the
new covenant, and wiich consideration is now here
continued: ‘‘ And they shall teach no more every man
his ncighbour, and every man his brother, saying,
Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the
least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the
Lord: for I will forgive their iniguity, and T will
remember their sin no nmore.”” (Jer. 31:34) Clearly
this propheey reaches a climax after the Lord has
come to the temple and gathered unto himself his
faithful followers. This prophcey has no reference
to teaching or delivering the truth to such as ‘every
man of the world’, but applies entirely to those in
the covenant and who continue faithful. Aeccording
to another vendering of the text the apostle quotes
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Lord ‘has gathered his people into his organization.
It if the time of the fulfilment of Psalm 50:5. Jeho-

-vah has taken out of the nations a people for his name;

henee the elimax of the new covenant is reached, an:d
now the teaching of God’s people is no longer done hy
men, particularly by such men as ““cleetive clders’’, hut
all in Zion are children of God by his organization and
arc now taught of God.—Isa. 04:13; John 6: 45.

' The Watchtower is not the teacher of God's peo-
ple. The Watchtower merely brings to the gttention
of God’s people that whieh he has revealed, and it is

the privilege of cach and every one of God'’s ehil-
dren to prove by the Word of God whether these
things arc from man or are from the Lord. Christ
Jesus at the temple is Jehovah’s great Iigh Pricst in
charge of the temple organization, and he is made the
Teacher of the temple elass; hence he teaches all the
children of Zion. Jehovah is the great Teacher, and
he and Christ Jesus are the teachers of God’s people;
henee the Lord says to his ehildren: *‘Yet shall not
thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but
thine eyes shall see thy teachers.’’—Isa. 30: 20.

¢ All at the temple will realize that their spiritual
food comes to them from their Teachers, Jehovah and
Christ Jesus, and not from any man. No onc of the
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telling lics are the children of the Devil. For this
reason Jesus said to the chief men or clergy of the
Jews: ““Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do.”’ He that is of God sees
God’s Word and obeys. Therefore those who repeat
Satan’s lies are children of the Devil.—John 8:44, 47.

The words of Jesus make a clear distinetion between
truth and lies. Replying to a question propounded to
Jesus, he said: ‘‘To this end was I born, and for this
cause came I into the world, that I should [be a wit-
ness to] the truth. Every one that is of the truth
heareth my voice.”” (John 18:37) ‘“‘God ... cannot
lie.”” (Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18) He is the true
and righteous One, and his Word is the truth. (John
17:17) It follows, then, that all doetrines or teach-
ings of men, which are contrary to the Word of God,
are false teachings; and if such doetrines or teach-
ings tend to do injury to others, then such doctrines
or teachings are lies. You are now about to give con-
sideration to doctrines or teachings about which you
have heard much, and for your own welfare you must
determine whether or not those doctrines or teachings
are true or false. If you find that doctrines, when
measured by the Word of God, are contrary to the
Word of God, then it is certain that such teachings
are lies and that they procced from the Devil, the
originator or father of lies. If you find that a doe-
trine or teaching is a lie, you should quickly forsake

it, regardless of who teaches it or how long you have

believed that teaching to be true. Your own welfare

and your duty to God demand that you abandon lies,
no matter who teaches them, for the reason that the
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end of the maker and supporter of lies is cternal death.
—Revelation 21: 8, 27.

God hates a speaker of lies. (Proverbs 6:16-19)
““A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he
that speaieth lies shall perish.’” (Proverbs 19:9) The
Devil lied to and deceived the perfect woman Eve.
It is certain, then, that the Devil by and through
his agents lies to and deceives many imperfect crea-
tures. There is only one possible way to find safety,
and that is to learn the truth of God’s Word and
mo:bé that and keep away from the teachings of men
which are contrary to the Word of God. If you find
that you have been for some time in an organization
called ‘‘the church’’, and that such organization teach-
es that which is contrary to God’s Word of truth
then you will have to choose whether you will remain
in nnao& with zEa mo.om:& ‘‘chureh’’ organi

hin, forgak
awoa\ the Word of Qom. As you consider the follow-
ing points the test will be upon you. Ask the God
of all wisdom and comfort to let you see the truth.

DEATH

You have often heard some human teacher say:
“There is no death; when a man is taken away in
what is called death he is not in fact dead but pass-
es on to live; his body dies, but his soul lives on for
ever.”” In brief, such is the teaching of practically
all the religious organizations of *‘Christendom’’. Is
that doctrine or teaching true, or is it a lie? The
Scriptures emphatically answer that such teaching is
Satan’s Ke. God said to man: ‘In the day that you
gin, you shall surely die.’ (Genesis 2:17) The liar



EXECUTION OF DIVINE JUDGMENT

UPON

VERY-
ONE has
the right to
practice the re-
ligion of his
choice. This
holds true at
present, unless a person’s
religion proves to be
grossly immoral, licen-
tious, shocking the public decency. Every-
one should respect the right of everyone
else to choose and live his own-religion. We
must observe religious toleration,
2Qur granting everyone his religious
right, our refusing to interfere with each
one’s religious practice, does not signify,
however, that we approve of his religion
or that we approve of all other religions
besides our own. Our practicing religious
toleration does not mean we believe that
all religions are right and beneficial and
that all of them lead to an eternal happy
future in endless enjoyment of the god
that a person worships. Neither does it
mean that we recognize that, after all is
said and done, still we all worship the one
and the same god only under different
names or by different ways of approach to
him or by means of different religious cer-
emonies, As one Hindu author recently
wrote: “Names of gods do not make reli-
gion any more than the names of men and
women make up their personality.
Whether it be God, Jehovah, Bhagwan,
Iswar, Allah, Hari, Siva or Rama, it is the
same Being that in vague manner is re-
called by every devotee when he utters the

1. What right does each person have, and what Is
the duty of others In this regard?

2. (a) What does religious toleratlon not mean?
(b) How does one Hindu author view the names of
many gods, ralsing what questions in our minds?

Salse Religion

“Come, | will show you the judg-
ment uvpon the great harlot who
sits on many waters.”'—Rev. 17:1.

name which
he has been
brought up to
associate with
the mystery of
the universe
and idea of
worship.”* But is that
true? Do all the names of
the different gods have
the same history? Do they all suggest to
the worshipers one and the same person-
ality?

¢ Can there be false religion? It is not a

form of religious persecution for anyone

to_say and to show that another religion
is false. It is not religious persecution for
an_informed person to expose publicly a

certain religion as being false, thus allow-

ing persons to see the difference between

false religion and true religion. But in or-

der to make the exposure and show the
wrong religions to be false, the true wor-
shiper will have to use an authoritative
means of judgment, a rule of measurement
that cannot be proved faulty. To make a
public exposure of false religion is certain-
ly of more value than exposing a news re-
port as being untrue; it is a public service
instead of a religious persecution and it
has to do with the eternal life and happi-
ness of the public. Still it leaves the pub-
lic free to choose.

* Why should anyone practice a religion
unless he is convinced that it is true and
right? It is not egotistical for a worshiper

* Quoted from page 3 of the book Hinduism - Doctrine
and Way of Life, by C. Rajagopalachari, published at
the Hindustan Times Press, New Delhi, India. (First
Impression)

3. (a) Why is it not wrong to expose a false religion?
(b) What must be the basls for such exposure?

4. What should one having the true religion be able to
do?

638
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side are full of dead men’s bones and of
every sort of uncleanness. In that way you
also, outwardly indeed, appear righteous
to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy
and lawlessness. . . . Serpents, offspring of
vipers, how are you to flee from the
judgment?”

Would such language immediately cause
you to label the speaker an intolerant
bigot? Many people may consider such
speech entirely improper and unchristian.
Yet these are the words of our Lord Jesus
Christ, spoken to the respected religious
leaders of his day! The only change in this
direct quotation from the Bible is the sub-
stitution of the terms ‘“theologians and
clergymen” for “scribes and Pharisees.”
And this is most appropriate, for those men
were the clergy of the first century among
the Jews, even wearing distinctive garb to
draw attention to their office, as many
clergymen do today.—See John 8:44 and
Matthew 23:1-36.

But why did Jesus speak in this way
about those men? It was because they had
misrepresented God and his teachings.
Their false religious traditions and prac-
tices had misdirected people from the path-
way of righteousness that leads to the
kingdom of God. On an earlier occasion
Jesus had said to certain religious leaders:

“You have made the word of God in-
valid because of your tradition. You hypo-
crites, Isaiah aptly prophesied about you,
when he said: ‘This people honors me with
their lips, yet their heart is far removed
from me. It is in vain that they keep wor-
shiping me, because they teach commands
of men as doctrines.’” And so Jesus said
to his disciples: “Let them be. Blind guides
is what they are. If, then, a blind man
guides a blind man, both will fall into a
pit.”—Matt. 15:6-14.

So, then, when religious leaders and or-
ganizations of Christendom misrepresent

e WATCHTOWER
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God's Word by teaching traditions of men,
is it wrong to expose their false doctrines?
When they claim to be following Christ
and yet mix in worldly politics, is it a
bad thing to publicize that their actions
are unchristian and condemned by God?
Should the truth be suppressed because it
exposes falsehood and corruption? Never!
Jesus never hesitated to speak the truth,
even though he was Kkilled at the instiga-
tion of the angered religious leaders for
doing so.—John 17:14; Jas. 4:4.
Therefore, how will you respond when
pointed statements are made about false

-religious teachings and corrupt practices?

Will you immediately condemn the person

or_organization making the exposé? Do
you feel it is all right to teach lies and
misrepresent God's Word, but wrong to ex-
pose the error? Contrary to what some
may think, it is not unkind and unloving
to lay bare falsehood and corruption.

Remember the example of Jesus Christ.
He was the most loving and kind person to
walk the earth. He was tender and com-
passionate, even with sinful harlots and
tax collectors. Lovingly he forgave them
their transgressions and helped them on
the way to life. Rather than advertise their
sins, he covered them over. Yet, at the
same time, in some of the strongest lan-
guage recorded in the Bible, Jesus exposed
the stubborn, haughty religious leaders.
This was really a loving service, for the
false teachings and practices of those re-
ligionists were leading their followers to
the pit of destruction. The people needed
to know the truth if they were to gain
God’s approval.—Matt. 23:15.

Therefore, it is right and proper to
speak out strongly against falsehood and
corruption. A person or organization that,
in imitation of Jesus Christ, has the cour-
age to do so deserves attention and respect.




12 THE TRUTH THAT LEADS TO ETERNAL LIFE

. whereas narrow is the gate and
MWMM—--%»—M %ﬁm ana leading off into life, and few are
the ones finding it.” (Matthew 7 “Hm.. 14) How
clearly those words answer our questions! They
show that many people are not worshiping God
in a way that pleases him. Only a few are on the
road leading to life. . .
® Probably you find %o:amo.: readily agreeing
with the fact that much religion is :.3 mvﬁaoﬁmm
by God. No doubt there are many things done in
the name of religion that you .no not approve. For
example, if you look around in the .&Ewn:mm and
observe persons who live immoral lives but who
make a pretense at being righteous, you know that
something is wrong. (2 Timothy 3:4, 5) And when
you read in the newspaper that some clergymen
are publicly approving of sex relations ,.cmaimm:
unmarried persons and that they are saying that
homosexuality is all right under .an..SE condi-
tions, you are well aware that this is not what
God says. You may remember that God destroyed
the ancient cities of Sodom and Ooﬂcnqmr. And
why? Because they practiced such things! So you
know that God is not going to approve of a religion
that tells people it is all right to act like that.
l..uﬂ%%i‘weéb you have no rocdrwma people say:
“Tt doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as
you lead a clean moral life and Qm&. kindly 5.5
your neighbors.” But is that all there is to worship-
ing God in an acceptable way? These nz.smm are
necessary, but God requires more. Doctrines are

3. Are there things done in the name of religion of which you

mo M%vn WHWW.MNM on. being moral and kind, sr.on else must we
consider about our religion, in view of Jesus’ words Mwi ,ﬂevu
4:23? (b) Why do we need to examine the doctrines we

have been taught?

WHY IT IS WISE TO EXAMINE YOUR RELIGION 13

also involved. The Bible informs us that “the true
worshipers will worship the Father with spirit
and truth.” (John 4:23) If our worship is to be
acceptable to God, it must be firmly rooted in
God’s Word of truth. Jesus reproved those persons
who claimed to serve God but who relied heavily
on the traditions of men in preference to God’s
Word. He applied to them God’s own words from
Isaiah 29:13, saying: “It is in vain that they keep
worshiping me, because they teach commands of
men as doctrines.” (Matthew 15:9) Since we do
not want our worship to be in vain, it is important
for each one of us to examine his religion.

*We need to_examine, not only what we per-
sonally believe, but also what is taught by any
religious organization with which we may be asso-

men? If we are lovers of the truth, there is nothin
to fear from such an examination. It should be the
sincere desire of every one of us to learn what
God’s will is for us, and then to do it.—John 8:32.

¢ The mere fact that church members may have
the Bible or that it is occasionally read to them
from the pulpit does not of itself prove that all the
things they are taught are in the Bible. It is good
to have the Bible; each and every person should.
But we must also know what it says and believe it.
If a religion really accepts the Bible as God’s
Word, it is not going to use certain parts of it and
reject other parts. “All Scripture is inspired of

5. Why should we examine, not only our personal beliefs, but
also the teachings of any religlous organization with which we
may be associated?

8. (a) Does the fact that the Bible is occasionally used in a
church prove that all the church doctrines are from the Bible?
(b) Why must religion approved by God agree in all details
with the Bible? -
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suffering, generosity, perfection in knowl-
edge, changelessness.—Ex. 34:6, 7.
Furthermore, the Bible tells us much
about God's Son and the important place
that he occupies in God’s purpose. (Col.
1:17-20; 2:3; 2 Cor. 1:20) More than any
others, the Son of God, when on earth,
was able to enlarge our acquaintanceship
with Jehovah. For he was able to say: “He
that has seen mc has seen the Father
also.” (John 14:9) Yet, if Jesus’ teach-
ings and sayings were not written down
and made part of the Bible, we would not
have this accurate information today.

LA
A PROPHETIC AND PRACTICAL GUIDE

Details as to the development of God's
purpose are revealed in the Bible. All of
the foretold blessings for obedient man
were centered in a promised Savior whom
Jehovah would raise up. He was described
prophetically in the Garden of Eden by
God as the “seed” of God’'s woman. (Gen.
3:15) In time God promised that this
Seed would come through Abraham. (Gen.
22:18) He showed that the promised Sav-
jor would be an everlasting king and
priest “according to the manner of Mel-
chizedek!” (Ps. 110:4; Hecb. 7:1-28) He
gave the Law covenant to Israel with its
priesthood and sacrifices, ali of which
were a ‘‘shadow of the good things to
come.”—Heb. 10:1; Col. 2:17.

To David promise was made that the
kingship would everlastingly remain in his
family. (2 Sam. 7:11-16) And the heir
of that promise, as well as the one to
whom all the other prophecies pointed as
the Deliverer, is shown to be Jesus Christ.
Yes, throughout its pages the Bible fo-
cuses on the theme of the inspired writ-
ings—the kingdom of God in the hands
of Jesus Christ as the means that Jehovah
has provided for carrying out his purpose.

Fre WATCHTOWER
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As a book of prophecy, the Bible is out-
standing. Thus it gives significance to
events of history and shows why they
turned out as they did. (Luke 19:41-44)
It shows the future of all present world-
ly governments—that they will all be
crushed by God’s heavenly kingdom, and
that kingdom will stand forever. (Dan.
2:44) It explains cvents of our days, show-
ing that we live in the foretold “time of
the end” of this old system and that soon
God will clear out all the wicked.

Without the Bible we would not know
the real purpose of a dedicated person’s
life: “Fear the true God and keep his com-
mandments. For this is the whole obliga-
tion of man.” (Eccl. 12:13) It makes clear
that man is not a product of blind chance,
but a creation of God, who has a loving
purpose for mankind. And it explains
what God’s will is for us now and how we
can find real satisfaction in life.—Rev. 4:
11; 1 Tim. 2:3, 4; Ps. 16:11.

Human history demonstrates that man,
apart from God, cannot successfully di-
rect his steps. (Jer. 10:23) Only the Biblc
provides the guidance that he needs. It
gives guidance regarding morals, showing
what God condemns and what he approves.
(Gal. 5:19-23) It proves to be a most prac-
tical help amid a world that has thrown
off moral restraint. It helps us to get the
viewpoint of God and to be pleasing to
him,

Is it not obvious why this Book of books

should be mankind's pri )
study? Christians, above all, are keenly

concerned about investigating this Book
that is authored by the One to whom God’s
Son said: “Your word is truth.” (John
17:17) The more you become familiar
with the sixty-six books of the Bible the
more you will be convinced that it is in-
deed the Creator’s Guide for all mankind.




time Professor Mayr, addressing himself to
serious students, says: ‘The basic theory is
in many instances hardly more than a postu-
late.’

*'Such an enormous discrepancy between
two leaders . . . is bad for the standing of

EXAMINE

F YOU were on trial in a court of law,

would it be fair if only your opponent
was allowed to present evidence? No, you
would surely want the court to hear your
side of the matter.

For many years, only evolution's side
has been heard in colleges, high schools,
even grade schools, and in nearly all scien-
tific literature published throughout most
of the world. But now there is a rising
demand to hear the other side.

The Reasonable Choice

Reasonable persons agree that the only
fair method is to examine the evidence on
both sides, both for and against a_dis-

ry. That is how one i at
the truth.

Many scientists now admit that this is
what should be done with the evolution
theory. This was even noted in the fore-
word of a special edition of Darwin's
famous book Origin of Species. The maga-
zine The American Biology Teacher of-
fered this comment about it:

"W. H. Thompson, who was selected to
write the foreword to a centennial edition
of Darwin's Origin of Species had this to
say: '‘As we know, there is a great diver-
gence of opinion among biologists, not

6

the profession. The public may rightly feel
that it has been paltered with.”

A dictionary defines “palter” as to “deal
crookedly.” And this is exactly what more
and more persons have come to feel about
the explanations given for evolution.

only about the causes of evolution but even
about the actual process.

* ‘This divergence exists because the evi-
dence is unsatisfactory and does not permit
any certain conclusion. It is therefore right
and proper to draw the atiention of the
non-scientific public to the disagreements

about evolution.

The biology publication goes on to note
another observation by Thompson, a high-
ly respected scientist. He said:

"But some recent remarks of evolutionists
show that they think this unreasonable. This
situation, where [scientific] men rally to
the defense of a doctrine they are unable
to define scientifically, much less demon-
strate with scientific rigor, attempting to
maintain its credit with the public by the
suppression of criticism and the elimination
of difficulties, is abnormal and undesirable
in science."

The continued attempt to suppress crit-
icism has become unacceptable to more
persons. This can be seen by the requests
being made in recent times by many scien-
tists, educators and parents that opposing
views be given equal treatment in schools.
Their feeling is typified by a comment
offered in the Washington, D.C., Evening
Star and Daily News, in an article by
W. Willoughby:

"The Bible and a large segment of com-
petent scientists indicate to me that it all

AWAKE! — OCTOBER 22, 19718
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Mue ts God

HAT results when a lie is let go

unchallenged? Does not silence
help the lie to pass as truth, to have freer
sway to influence many, perhaps to their
serious harm?

What happens when misconduct and im-
morality are allowed to go unexposed and
uncondemned? Is this not like covering
over an infection without any effort to
cure it and keep it from spreading?

When persons are in great danger from
a source that they do not suspect or are
being misled by those they consider their
friends, is it an unkin ?
They may prefer not to believe the warn-

ing. They may even resent it, But does

that free one from the moral responsibility
to give that warning?

If you are among those seeking to be
faithful to God,
the issues these
questions raise are
vital for you to-
day. Why? Be-
cause God's ser-
vants in every
period of his-

4l
i)
WOULD YOU RATHER HAVE
THE TRUTH COVERED OVER ... ?

THE WATCHTOWER — JANUARY 15, 1974

tory have had to face up to the chal-
lenge these issues present. They have had
to expose falsehood and wrongdoing and
warn people of dangers and deception—
not just in a general way, but in a specific
way, in the interest of pure worship. It
would have been far easier to keep silent
or say only what people wanted to hear.
But faithfulness to God and love of neigh-
bor moved them to speak. They realized
that “better is a revealed reproof than a
concealed love.”—Prov. 27:5.

THE CONTINUING PATTERN

Consider the situation in ancient Israel
and the example that God’s prophets then
set. Wrongdoing became rampant in that
nation. Dishonesty, violence, immorality
and hypocrisy disgraced the name of the
God whom the Israelites claimed to wor-
ship. Did the people welcome divine cor-
rection? To the contrary, the Bible shows
that they said this to God’'s prophets:

‘“‘You must not see,’ and to the ones
having [inspired] visions, ‘You must not
envision for us any straightforward things.

Speak to us smooth things; envision decep-

tive things. Turn aside from the way; deviate

from the path.' "—Ilsa. 30:9-11.

The majority of the religious leaders
sought popularity by doing just that, con-
doning and ‘“‘white-
washing’'’ the
wrongdolng and
violation of God’s
righteous standards
and ways. But God’s
instructions to his
true prophets are
exemplified by
what he said to
the prophet Eze-
kiel:

“Now as regards

. ...ORDO YOU
L wratehman & wha: WANT TO KNOW
| have made you to THE FACTS?
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of the ground. Nothing about death even hints
at there being an immortal soul that lives on.

EFFECT OF THE DOCTRINE ABOUT
THE SOUL’S IMMORTALITY

What a person believes about the soul is of no
little consequence.

The teaching of the immortality of the human
soul has been used to override the conscience of
people in times of war. Religious leaders have
made it appear that taking life is not so bad, as
those slain do not really die after all. And those
who die in battle against the enemy are promised
bliss. Typical are remarks such as those reported
on in the New York Times of September 11,
1950: “Sorrowing parents whose sons have been
drafted or recalled for combat duty were told
yesterday in St. Patrick’s Cathedral that death
in battle was part of God’s plan for populating
‘the kingdom of Heaven.” The idea here ex-
pressed differs little from the ancient Babylonian
teaching that the war dead gained special favors.

Misrepresentations of what the Bible says about
the soul have thus contributed toward the placing
of a cheapened value on human life and have made
people feel dependent on the great religious sys-
tems that have falsely claimed to care for their
souls.

Knowing these things, what will you do? It i
obvious that the true God, who_is himself ‘“the
m of truth” and who hates lies, will not loo

CHAPTER 6
The Spirit That Returns to God

HERE should be no question in the mind of

any sincere investigator that what the Bible
speaks of as “soul” is not some immortal part of
man that continues conscious existence after
death. Yet when shown the overwhelming evi-
dence about the true nature of the soul, some
persons present other arguments in an effort to
support their belief that something within man
has nosczca existence after death.

One Biblical text that is often used is Eccle-
siastes 12:7, which reads: “The dust returns to
the earth just as it happened to be and the
spirit itself returns to the true God who gave
it.” In his Commentary, Wesleyan Methodist theo-
logian Adam Clarke writes concerning this verse:
“Here the wise man makes a most evident dis-
tinction between the body and the soul: they are
not the same; they are not both matter. The
body, which is matter, returns to dust, its original;
but the spirit, which is immaterial, returns to
God.” Similarly, A Catholic Commentary on Holy
Scripture says: “The soul goes back to God.”
Thus both commentaries imply that the soul and
the spirit are the same.

Interestingly, though, other Roman Catholic
and Protestant scholars present an entirely dif-
ferent view. In the “Glossary of Biblical Theology
Terms” appearing in the Catholic New American
Bible (published by P. J. Kenedy & Sons, New
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prisons in the country use Witnesses for
responsible tasks.

As the Kingdom-preaching activity in-
creased in Sweden, more and more Wit-
nesses were put in prison. Finally, the
Correctional Administration informed the
government that Jehovah’s Witnesses “are
not affected by Leing punished.” According
to the Administration, this circumstance,
“together with the fact that their break-
ing of the law is explained by a strongly
convinced conscience and that they are in
other respects orderly citizens, motivates
that a system be tried that makes it
possible for them to dispense with prison
sentences.” After detailed consideration,
the government asked Parliament for-per-
mission, following individual investiga-
tion, to free Jehovah’s Witnesses from
any sort of conscription. This was approved
by Parliament on May 25, 1966, and since
that year Swedish Witnesses have en-
joyed frecdom from all kinds of conscrip-
tion.

EFFORYTS TO HINDER THE WORK
Generally, Swedes are indifferent to-
ward religion and especially the estab-
lished churches within the country. Most
religious organizations are declining, and
one after another now is being passed in
numbers by Jehovah’s Witnesses. This in-
crease has caused much surprise. Again
and again, representatives of the Lutheran
State Church and the so-called free church-
es in Sweden have stood up and protested:
‘No. It has gone too far now. We must do
something to stop them.’ For example,
early in 1976, 30 priests and laymen from
the Uppsala diocese of the Swedish State
Church met to “declare war on Jehovah’s
Witnesses,” as a newspaper put it. Among
other things, they agrecd to prepare and
publicly distribute an informative brochure
about the Witnesses.
Over the years, representatives of dif-

ferent churches have published many books
' 12

and brochures for the purpose of ‘‘expos-

ing’”’ Jehovah’s Witnesses as heretics. These
publications have been examined by a re-
searcher, who summarizes his impressions
as follows: “As a researcher in religion, I
have over the years more and more found
evidence to support my views that those
who are quickest in calling another a
‘heretic’ or ‘false prophet’ are themselves
most deserving of such a remark. I feel
that it is time to blacklist this type of
books which, with a Christian cover, gives
a false picture of, for example, Jehovah's
Witnesses.” (Religion och Kultur, No. 4,
1976) Naturally, we are not afraid of this
kind of publicity, because we know that it
serves to _awaken the curiosity of many
Jonest persons,

The same thing happened with a series
of three radio programs broadcast in Oc-
tober 1976. Although we ourselves are not
allowed to produce religious radio pro-
grams in this country, a Radio Sweden
official took the initiative for three pro-
grams about us. At first, it appeared that
he was not attached to any religious or-
ganization and would therefore produce
impartial programs. Later, it was discov-
ered that he was a priest in the Liberal
Catholic Church, which has 400 members
in Sweden. The programs were to be based
on recorded parts of our congregational
meetings and on interviews with different
Witnesses. But, when the recordings were
made, it became obvious that the pro-
grams would be an attack on us. The broth-
ers interviewed were showered with pro-
vocative questions. However, they did not
let themselves be provoked. Instead, they
answered calmly and factually. After the
recordings were made, the tapes were cut
and edited by the official so that the pro-
grams would give the worst possible im-
pression of us and of our Scriptural views.

What was the result? Personnel at the
Watch Tower Society’s branch office re-
ceived many letters and telephone calls
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