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it as public as your judgment inlicates.” It reads as follows:

“in view of my soon depurture for a forcign shore,
and in view of the increasing virulence and threats of my
encmies, and under the nssumption that they may await
my ahsence to make a fresh attack, by advice of my
counsel | make under onth the following sweeping state-
ment; namely,

“Tuar | never was guilty of immorality toward any
pereon.

“FurTHERMORE, I never cohabited with any person at
any time and,

“Fuetnen, I have never desired to do so.

“\Wrryess my hand and seal to this declaration this
Twenty-Eighth day of Sept., 1911, at Brooklyn, N. Y.

(Signed) CuasLes T. RUSSCLL.

“Subseribed and eworn to before me this 3d day of
October, 1011, C. H. MERRITT.

‘f*gnn;l?i..-:sinner of deeds for the City of New York."

.

But persecutions only stirred him to greater efforta in
ihe cause of the King of kings, knowing, as he did, that
such perseentions are evidences that the night is drawing
on when no man mn work., Without murmur or complaint,
early and lats, in winter and in summer, in heat and in cold,
in season and out of seasan, amidat storms and in sunshine,
53 a mizhty minnt Le fonght on to the goal, never faltering or
fokine back, Tenlyo he died oo hera, and died in the harness!
“Pracionts in the sizht of the Tord is the death of his saints.”
Teole at the elose of lis earthly career, as such a hero, he
cirthl sy

“T have fought my way through;
T bave finwshed the work
o Thou dilst give me to do”

Silently listenirg we hoar the response from the throne of
the Lord and Master:

“Well and faithfully done;
Enter into My joy and sit
Down on My Throne!”

Is his work finished? Ah, no indeed! Of such faithful
one who die during the presence of the Lord the Great Master
said, “Dlessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence
forth; yen, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labora: und their works do follow them."—Revelation 14:13.

THE PRESENCE OF THE LOED *

Tha work that Pastor Russell did was not his work alone,
Lt it was and is the Lord's worle It was Jesua who said that
at his roming he would gird himself and cause his servants to
sit down nt meat: and that he would come forth and serva
them.—Luke 12:37.

For forty years the Lord has been present, feeding those
whe have been hungering and thirsting for righteonsness. For
forty years Pastor Russell—that faithful servant of the Lord—
Lng met forth elear and unmistakahle evidence of the presence
of the Master. Ie nailed the banner of Christ's presence on
the title page of Tne Watck Tower; and it shall never come
down until tha kingdom is known in the earth. The floed of
present truth has been rising for more than forty years, and it
i3 rising hizhor and higher. As well might the snomies of the
truth seek with a commom broom to sweep back the waves
of the mighty Atlantic as to try to suppress the flood of truth
that is risinz now. In spite of all the opposition that can be
hrought to bear, it will continue to rise until, as the Prophet
declarce, “‘the knowlelge of the glory of tha Lard shall fill
the whole earth as the watera fill the deep™; until such time
as it will not be pecessary for any man to teach his neighbor,
saying, Know ye the Lord; for all shall know him, from the
least unto the greatest.—Isa. 11:9; Jer. 31:34.

The thousands of Christinn men and women in the earth
today who have fouzht by the side of Pastor Ruasell have not
been blindly following him. They have followed the Lord; they
have followed Pastor Russell only as he followed the Lord.
Recognizing him as the special servant of the Lord, they bave
fought by his side as his brethren, looking to Jesus, the Cap-
tain of their salvation; and having thus started in the fight,
they will fight on until every cne of the kingdom clasa has
grined the victory.

A PERSONAL TRIEUTE TO THE PASTOR

I cunnot pass this moment without saying a persomal tri-
bute to Pastor Russell. He was my friend, and a true friend,
indeed. It is written, “A true friend loves you all the time.”
T loved him: I know he loved me. Long before 1 knew Pastor
Russell, he had done much for me. While I was engaged in the
law proctice in the 30L0dLe Weat, thore eame into mv office
one day a lady, bearing some books in her arms. Ehe was
modest, gentle and kind. T thought she was , and that it
was my privilege and duty to help her. T found that she was
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rivh in faith in God. T bought the books and afterwards read
them. Up to that time [ knew nothing about the Bible; I
had never heard of Pastor Russell. 1 diﬁ not even know that
ho was the author of the bouks at the time I read them; but 1
know that the wonderfully sweet, harmonious explanation of
the plan of God thrilled my heart and changed the course of
my life from doubt to joy. a

Why should not I'love him? I know that he loved me.
A litele incident illustrates this: Several years agoe he re-
quested me to Fu on a mission of mportance. After talking
with him 1 said, “Brother Russell, 1 feel that I cannot do it.”
Ha answered, “Yes you can, hF the Lord's grace” I said, “I
am willing to try.” “Go on,” he replied, “and I will pray
God to give you the wisdom." 1 went; and having succeeded
far beyond my expectations I returned and gave him a report.

in his study, as I went over the report in detail, his
face lighted up with joy; and like a loving father he aresc
and put his arms around me, drew me to him and kissed me,
saying, “Brother; I love very much.” I bave walked with
him; I have talked with him; I have enten with him; I have
slept with him; I have been with him through trials and tri-
umphs; I have seen him in # -~m and in sunshine. Amidst all
of these I have marked his complete j in the Lord, his
magt-animous heart, and his absolute loyalty and devotion to
the Lord and to his cause. Gentle, kind, fearlesa and afTee-
tionate, magnanimous, sincere and filled with the spirit of the
Lord, he was a giant of power in the world. [ eount it the
greatest honor that I have known to have had Paator Ruasell
for my true and loyal Iriend, and that I have been privileged
to be associnted with him.

I will relate to you an incident that throws some light om
his sweet relationship with the Lorl. For more than & year
prior to his death he suffered a great deal of physical pain,
yet never did he murmur. His ul desire waa to have the
approval of the Lord and Master. He spoke the Master's name
in loving terms, and his face lighted when he mentioned the
Lord. A few weeks prior to his last illness, speaking to onc
whom he loved very dearly and in whom he had great confi-
dence, he said, "I have had such a longing desire to be wm-
braced by the Lord Jesus, to think of myself as the woman,
or bride, and to bave the Master presas me to his bosom. I
have prayed earnestly to the Lord that I might experience this
sweet relationship, and he has given me this assurance that I
do enjoy that sweet relationship.” Truly the Lord loved him
much! “Truly for him to live was for ist to live!

God's book it written for those who are loyal to him. His
promises are to such. Among these sweet promises are the
words of the Master: “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give  thee tho crown of life”” “These shall be kings and
wm unto God and unto Christ and shall reign with him."

ago God caused the Sweet Singer to record in his holy

, concerming the faithful and loyal followers of Christ

Jasus, thesa sweet words:

“The king shall joy in thy strength, O Lord: snd in thy
salvation how greatly shall he rejoice. Thou hast given
him his heart’s desire, and hast not withholden the re

_quest of his lipa. Selah. For thou preventest him writh
the blessings of goodness; thou settest a crown of pure

Id on his head. Ho asked lite of thee, and thou Fﬂwm
it him, even length of days forever and ever. His g ia
great in thy salvation; honour and majesty hast
Jaid upon him, for thou hast made him most blessed for-
ever: thou hast made him exceeding giad with thy coun-
tepance,"—Pealm 21:1-6. .

Truly these words fittingly apply to our beloved Brother and
Pastor!

hip gt the {eet
@ take the last view of this piece of clay that so faith-
fully hore the banner of the King. He has been a true, loyal,
faithful ambassador of Christ. Thanks be to God, he has en-
tored into his everlasting reward. The greatest desire of our
lives is that we, together with him, may scon be forever with
the Lord and participate in blessing all the families of the
earth. God help us, as we here remew our consecration, to
keep it faithfully to the end.

Wa sorrow not for him who has gone, becnuse we Know
he has entered into his everlasting joy. For him we rejoice;
but we sorrow for ourselves, Yet trusting in the Lord we will
continue to fight the good fight of faith.

EXHORTATION TO FAITHFULNESS

My beloved brethren—we who are here, and all who are in
the earth—what shall we dot Sball we slacken our zeal for
tiie cause of our Lord and King! No! By his grace we will
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